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CHAPTER II
GOVERNMENT OF THE TERRITORY OF THE SAAR BASIN
16.
The Government of the territory of the Saar Basin shall be entrusted
to a Commission representing the League of Nations. The Commission
shall sit in the territory of the Saar Basin.
17.
The Governing Commission provided for by paragraph 16 shall
consist of five members chosen by the Council of the League of Nations,
and will include one citizen of France, one native inhabitant of the
Saar Basin, not a citizen of France, and three members belonging to
three countries other than France or Germany.
The members of the Governing Commission shall be appointed for
one year and may be re-appointed. They can be removed by the
Council of the League of Nations, which will provide for their replace-
ment.
The members of the Governing Commission will be entitled to
a salary which will be fixed by the Council of the League of Nations,
and charged on the local revenues.
18.
The Chairman of the Governing Commission shall be appointed for
one year from among the members of the Commission by the Council
of the League of Nations and may be re-appointed.
The Chairman will act as the executive of the Commission.
19.
Within the territory of the Saar Basin the Governing Commission
shall have all the powers of government hitherto belonging to the
German Empire, Prussia, or Bavaria, including the appointment and
dismissal of officials, and the creation of such administrative and
representative bodies as it may deem necessary.
It shall have full powers to administer and operate the railways,
canals and the different public services.
Its decisions shall be taken by a majority.
20.
Germany will place at the disposal of the Governing Commission
all official documents and archives under the control of Germany, of
any German State, or of any local authority, which relate to the territory
of the Saar Basin or to the rights of the inhabitants thereof.
21.
It will be the duty of the Governing Commission to ensure, by such
means and under such conditions as it may deem suitable, the protection
abroad of the interests of the inhabitants of the territory of the Saar
Basin.
22.
The Governing Commission shall have the full right of user of all
property, other than mines, belonging, either in public or in private